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HOUSING — COMBINED CAPITAL BID PROGRAM 
670. Mr C.D. HATTON to the Minister for Housing: 
Mr Speaker, may I acknowledge here in the public gallery today the staff member and students — 
Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Never mind about “He did and he didn’t”. I do not want to hear anything more about it, 
Premier and Leader of the Opposition. 
Mr C.D. HATTON: May I firstly acknowledge here in the public gallery today the staff member and students 
from Servite College—an outstanding school in the Balcatta electorate. 
My question is to the Minister for Housing. I refer to the 2011–12 Liberal–National government initiative to 
provide — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.D. HATTON: Mr Speaker, I cannot hear myself at the moment. 
The SPEAKER: Please repeat the question. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.D. HATTON: I would much prefer that! 
I will start again. Minister for Housing, I refer to the 2011–12 Liberal–National state government initiative to 
provide housing — 
Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order now for the third time. 
Mr C.D. HATTON: I refer to the 2011–12 Liberal–National state government initiative to provide housing for 
people with disability or mental illness or who are transitioning from drug and alcohol treatment. Can the 
minister please update the house today on the progress of this commitment? 
Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for Balcatta for a very good question on the very important issue of housing people with 
disabilities. I will give a bit of background. In our 2011–12 budget, we set aside nearly $200 million over 
a three-year period to assist people with high-support needs. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: This is a very important program and I would like to provide a — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: This nearly $200 million over three years has delivered — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Suspension of Member 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, in terms of standing order 48, will you please leave the chamber. 

Several members interjected. 

[The Leader of the Opposition left the chamber.] 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, I am just inquiring whether you will call the Premier to order even once for 
his incessant interjections across to us while the member for Balcatta was asking his question. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I asked the Leader of the Opposition to stop interjecting and he did 
not—and he was on three calls. I will deal with the Premier. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, I am just inquiring, as you directed the Leader of the Opposition not to 
interject, whether you are giving the same direction to the Premier. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Further to that point of order, Mr Speaker — 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I want to hear the points of order in silence. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Further to that point of order, Mr Speaker, I was sitting next to the Premier. The Leader of 
the Opposition was constantly, constantly interjecting. 

The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order — 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the first and second time. I will not allow question 
time to degenerate into a brawl. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order now for the third time; member for Willagee for 
the third time; and member for Warnbro for the third time. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr W.R. MARMION: It has been some minutes since I tried to start my answer to the question, but I still 
remember what the question was—thank goodness! 

The Department of Housing has been involved in a really good program that was initiated in the 2011–12 budget 
called the Combined Capital Bid. It was a nearly $200 million project and it was designed to house people with 
high-end needs or disabilities into appropriate accommodation, as well as provide support programs around those 
needs. We allocated $150 million to the Department of Housing to construct 284 dwellings. We also allocated 
$45 million for support services delivered by non-government agencies, contracting through the 
Disability Services Commission, the Mental Health Commission and the Drug and Alcohol Office. 

I am very pleased to report where we are at the moment. So far, we have housed 423 people either in single or 
shared accommodation and built 280 of the 284 dwellings already, and we have enough left in our budget to 
provide another 33 dwellings in the pipeline. Therefore, we will actually be delivering 29 extra houses with the 
capital that was put aside for those houses, which is a 10 per cent increase. We had a review of the 
Combined Capital Bid commissioned by the Department of Housing, Disability Services Commission, the 
Mental Health Commission and the DAO, and also involved in that review were the community housing, 
disability and mental health services sectors in the private sector. I am very pleased to report the very positive 
outcomes from that review. The report listed what participants thought of the review, and this is actually 
feedback from the participants themselves. They felt there was increased independence and freedom. There were 
improved relationships with families, new social networks and greater social participation. Importantly, the 
report mentioned four main outcomes. Firstly, the number of people with disabilities waiting for housing has 
obviously decreased. Parents and carers have greater peace of mind that their family members are now happy 
and safe. This is a very important one: preventable hospital readmissions have decreased for participants with 
mental health issues and a new transitional housing model has been developed by the Drug and Alcohol Office, 
which is expected to reduce the rate of relapse and re-entry to the drug and alcohol treatment program. That is 
a very good outcome. 

It is a very good program and I would like to congratulate all those people involved—and all the departments. It 
has managed to change the lives of 423 people and, of course, their families. We also learnt from this the 
importance of involving the people with disabilities in the program before we develop it. It has also helped us 
gain a better understanding of what we need to deliver when we move forward with the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme. 
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